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The widespread worship of her memory, both as an artist and as an 
unsurrendering human being, has no parallel. The legend of her life 

and her unyielding passive resistance to what she regarded as unworthy 
of her country and herself, transformed her into a figure not merely in 

Russian literature, but in Russian history in our century. 
isaiah berlin 

At certain periods of history it is only poetry that is capable of dealing 
with reality . . . 

joseph brodsky 

Requiem - one of the masterpieces of modem Russian literature - is 
not a diatribe against the Stalinist terror which blighted her life and 
took her son from her. What it conveys is a sense of tragic landscape, 
the desolation of hearts in a heartless epoch. Akhmatova learned from 
Dante the necessity for human scale in depicting the crimes of history. 

stanley kunitz

 one of the four major lyric poets 
of twentieth century



Anna Akhmatova’s Requiem is one of the great literary works of the 20th century, 
in which the poet transformed her personal grief – the loss of her husband 
and the imprisonment of her son during the Stalinist great terror of the 

1930s – into a universal lament. Fearing that it was unsafe to commit the poem to 
paper, Akhmatova memorised it and recited it to friends who were charged with 
memorising sections of it so that Requiem could survive, even if the author perished. 

In 1993 the Russian-Australian intellectual, Sasha Soldatow, produced this 
new translation of the poem into English that captures more faithfully than its 
predecessors the hypnotic intensity of Akhmatova’s verse with its lack of a unifying 
or consistent metre, the chaotic structure of rhyming patterns and its mixture of 
styles and literary conventions. Akhmatova seamlessly blends the language of the 
Gospels, folklore, Russian Orthodox Church ritual, and elegiac, odic and lyrical 
conventions with stark, chilling prose. 

The distinguished Australian artist, G.W. Bot, presents a visual evocation of 
Akhmatova’s Requiem in an extensive series of very finely worked linocuts that seem 
to be breathed, rather than printed onto the page. 

from the introductory note by Sasha Grishin

The Artist

G.W. Bot (b. 1954) is an Australian printmaker, 
sculptor, painter and graphic artist. Her 
artist’s name derives from ‘le grand Wam 
Bot’ after the early French explorers term 
for the wombat which she has adopted as 
her totemic animal. Her work was included 
in the exhibition ‘Out of Australia’ at the 
British Museum, London in 2011; ‘Australia’ 
at the Royal Academy, London, 2013 and the 
‘National Gallery Contemporary’ Canberra, 
2014. Her work is held in many galleries 
nationally and internationally, among 
them the National Gallery of Australia; the 
British Museum, London; the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, London; the Bibliothèque 
nationale de France, Paris; the Albertina, 
Vienna; Kharkiv Art Gallery, Ukraine; Lublin 
Museum, Poland; the Museum of Modern 
Art, Osaka, Japan; Central Academy of Fine 
Arts, Beijing, Peoples Republic of China; 
and the Fogg Museum of Fine Arts, Harvard 
University, USA.

The Translation 

The English translation used here is by Sasha 
Soldatow, who was born in Plochingen, 
Germany of Russian parents in 1947 and 
arrived in Australia in 1949. A fluent speaker 
of Russian, he worked for many years as a 
subtitler of Russian films for SBS Television. 
His version of Requiem was commenced in 
Moscow during the turbulent winter of 
1991 and first appeared in his collection, 
Mayakovsky in Bondi in 1993. He is remembered 
as a poet, performance and visual artist, 
translator, raconteur, incendiary publisher, 
and creative mischief. 
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